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More pedestrian flags added to Gulf Blvd.
 Preston Rudie     2 months ago
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Clearwater, Florida - In an effort to prevent more
car versus pedestrian accidents, the state has
announced it will be adding crossing flags at 37
different locations along Gulf Blvd. in Pinellas
County.

The City of Clearwater first introduced the
flags six years ago. Clearwater traffic operations
manager Paul Bertels says they got the idea
from Salt Lake City. Bertels says they now have
the flags at eight different locations and he
believes they have prevented accidents and
saved lives.

Photo Gallery: Pedestrian crossing flags

"What it does is it kind of shows a sign of
authority to the motorist because the person is
walking across the street with this flag in their
hand," Bertels told 10 Connects. "It's kind of like
the flagman at the school bus stop or the
flagman in the construction zone, people are
kind of subconsciously trained to pay attention
to that."

Once a person has crossed the street, they are
supposed to leave the flag for the next person.

Audrey Cunin of Clearwater uses the flags and
says they do help. "Because some (drivers) will
not stop so you take the flag and you flag them
own."

The Florida Department of Transportation says
they expect to have the new flags out by the
end of July. They will be at locations along Gulf
Blvd. from The Don Cesar Hotel north to
Walsignham Road.

But unlike the red flags used in Clearwater, an
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officials with the DOT says they will be putting out florescent yellow flags.
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crosscut wrote:

More flags by JULY????? How much time does it take to make a very simple Flag?? I thought
it was May, that's a long time, may-be more deaths too! This sickens me. BUT, this is our
Government!
5/6/2010 9:51 AM EDT on wtsp.com
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Mark3137 wrote:

Most of the problem has been people don't always cross in a crosswalk.They come out between
cars,and just don't look. Then we have thjese fools who are driving, talking on phones or texting
because the speedlimit is only 35mph all down this road they feel safe doing so. It's just
common sense look both ways before crossing the street just like your mom told you!
5/6/2010 7:52 AM EDT on wtsp.com
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